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Getting to know each other is the first step to future cooperation in Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Reduction
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Rescue of paper materials damaged by the Great East Japan Earthquake
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The massive tsunami triggered by the Great East Japan Earthquake caused water damage to
many cultural properties. There were concerns that among the water-damaged cultural properties,
those made of organic materials in particular, such as paper and wood, would even suffer mildew
or decay damage, and thus deteriorate rapidly. In order to rescue such properties, emergency
treatment —specifically, securing freezer warehouse and establishment of an effective
transportation system for temporary storage under stable conditions — was provided.

In the future, in establishing a reliable emergency management system for cultural properties,
systematic efforts are essential for research and development of specific methodology on both the
“protection” of cultural properties against disasters and the “rescue” of affected cultural properties.
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This panel has been produced by the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage in the framework of the International Expert Meeting on Cultural Heritage and Disaster Resilient Communities, with
technical support and provision of photos and texts by the above-mentioned organization.
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Multi-Organizational Co-Operative Project for Preserving and Restoring Cultural Assets
Damaged by Tsunamion March 11th, 2011
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#Jported by the Agency for Cultural Affairs’ Grant Program for Art and Culture Promotion in Fiscal 2014
(Grant Program to provide support for creative efforts made by art and history museums, with the cooperation of their local communities)
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This project is conducted by the Executive Committee, which consists of Iwate Prefectural Museum as its core
member, Rikuzentakata City Museum, Hyogo Prefectural Museum of History, Miyazaki Prefectural Museum of Nature
and History, Tokyo National Museum, Japanese Association of Museums, and the Japan Conservation Project.
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To help proceed with the restoration of affected cultural properties, while sharing the following information with
people involved with museums around the country and clarifying problems to be solved:
1) Ways to promote cooperation among related organizations regarding the rescue of cultural properties, which has
been developed since the Great Hanshin-Awaiji Earthquake in 1995
2) Techniques, knowledge and experiences related to the conservation and repair techniques of affected cultural
properties that have accomplished certain resullts.
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Rikuzentakata City Museum:  workshop on Aug. 1,2014
Mie Prefectural Art Museum:  workshop on Nov. 21,2014
Hyogo Prefectural Museum of History:  exhibition from Jan.10—Mar. 15,2015 workshop on Jan. 16,2015
Miyazaki Prefectural Museum of Nature and History:  exhibition from Jan.10-Feb.20,2015  workshop on Jan. 23,2015
Tokyo National Museum:  exhibition from Jan. 14— Mar. 15,2015
workshop on Jan. 30, 2015, at Tokyo University of the Arts
symposium on Mar. 11,2015, at the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo

[Guidebook] introducing the content of individual exhibitions and workshops, in both Japanese and English |BAEH/NFRAN DA
Moving rescued cuftural properties to former Oide Elementary School building
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Improvement of an environment of temporary storage at the leuzentakata City Museum
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1. - RE Salvage and storage
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With the cooperation of various parties, including local curators and the Self-Defense Forces, cultural properties were salvaged from the disaster-stricken museum located in the
coastal area. They were transported to the buildings of a former elementary school in the mountainous district for temporary storage.

L DOyl s T ERVA R LY XA DRHIESE —RHRERDIBER/NFR BRERORERR
Rikuzentakata City Museum affected by the Salv%?mg cultural properties from Rikuzentakata ~ Former Oide Elementary School used astemporary ~ Cultural properties immediately after being
earthquake Useum storage carried in for temporary storage

2. REIRIEDE(E Improvement of the storage environment
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In order to keep the affected cultural properties safe, storage racks were installed in two classrooms, and the affected cultural properties were sterilized through fumigation. The
fumigated classrooms provided a better storage environment for the cultural properties.

IR E SRR VRE - RR BRHEBEORERR
Installation of storage racks Fumigation to kill insects and microorganisms Cultural properties under improved storage environment

3. R ER(E L EBAEFHDIEIL  Enhancement of storage facilities and management system
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To store cultural properties which had undergone emergency sterilization treatment, more reliable storage facilities were set up; for example, a structure for temporary storage was
built inside the gymnasium. In addition, an enhanced daily management system for the stored cultural properties was provided, for example, by equipping the storage with a device
for monitoring hydrothermal conditions.

B BN DRI RTERBEDER IRERUNELE DPIER
Temporary storage built in the gymnasium Monitoring the hydrothermal environment Inside the temporary treasure house
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Efforts for Recovery in Miyagi Prefecture

FOAABRERIEHBPHELRENEERRL FE55F. 20 TR
BEBBOIEL A ERKENSIOEDN T2, BREF BHEE . )
BHRLE G Y RHEEE L E LT, - '\-

FERRESUL IS, AERHEE DY E LS EBICAMFESL K
Ehofefedd, /.:.I—Fﬁmﬁktéé T3t L CORIRIBIB S REE#REE L
FLl

XALBHCRE Y ZWERRNMCBTEDE,. H - BISESLRIL6

B HRAHEEX LI DWW TIE9 BT LT,
Z0%. UL L RF 1 —F% - UL R 2 —FEHRIEES N 4K
XALBIDIGRILE. 1R5E - EEHNRISNE LTc. ZHED S DEIRE
€T, BERGLFIC RS EEEEEFEHIEERITEDSNTEE
Lfe

HETIE/ N\~ FECOXEN G DREDRER A I fc—H T, B
DERIMEICE D AOREDRLME L. Xl EZZ 20321 Y RAM R OB LS
T4 —ZDEDDHERHNRBEEEVEFAE DR EZEE. RREE ‘ J ]
HELTUVE . B LB+ = RAEmHREEOEFADL S B
KaL L L TRIEULM DRTE - EANDOEE DT F W HilgOMRH
& LTHBET ZENERHFOND T LIE. BEML T 2 HSSEEADE
BORT UMD REIREREETRETHEDEEETLED,
(BREHETULRHRESR)

Casualties and damages in Miyagi Prefecture due to the Great East Japan Earthquake
and Tsunami: 10,879 lives lost or missing; 237,988 houses completely or partially
destroyed (as of August 10,2013)

Immediately after the Great East Japan Earthquake, we were unable to confirm the
safety of officials in charge of cultural properties. After that, as almost all the officials had
been fully engaged in disaster response, the Miyagi Prefecture Cultural Properties
Protection Section led the on-site damage surveys.

Regarding intangible folk cultural properties, many lives were lost and many artifacts
were washed away. We asked the boards of education of the affected municipalities to
undertake surveys and provide reports on the current status of each of the designated
cultural properties.

Afull view of the extent of damages to cultural properties designated by the country REUTBENBROZATODY IR5 (FR 2B F483H)
or prefecture became clear only in June, and for those designated by local municipalities, The sacred grotto for Tsukihama-no-enzuwari itual, covered in rubble (April 3, 2011)
in September.

Subsequently, the Cultural Properties Rescue Program and the Cultural Property
Doctors Project were initiated to implement emergency treatment as well as protection
and restoration of damaged cultural properties. Steady progress has been made in the
recovery of artifacts related to intangible folk cultural properties, owing to funding from
various sources.

While there has been some sense of achievement in terms of support for materials,
the situation is becoming increasingly complex since a number of local communities are
dwindling in number due to the long-lasting evacuation, and there is ongoing
uncertainty over how to sustain the communities that support cultural properties. On the
other hand, under these circumstances, there are cases such as the Jyusanhama Omuro
Nanbu Kagura Dances in Kitakami-machi, Ishinomaki City, where the earthquake brought
a chance for the local community to expand their efforts to preserve and pass down
cultural properties, reinforcing their bonds. Such cases suggest roles that cultural
properties could play in the long process that disaster-affected areas must undergo to
recover from this disaster.

(Cultural Properties Protection Section, Miyagi Prefecture Board of Educatio Section)
RAFKELIC L B EHMERE
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Casualties and dama?es in Miyagi Prefecture due to the Great East Japan Earthquake and

Tsunami: 10,879 lives Tost or missing; 237,988 houses completely or partially destroyed (as of ;Fih:ﬁ ?'( l‘%‘ﬁﬁb‘ﬁ&@*htﬂ&*@%ﬁ&lfi% (FA% 23 4 3 A 29 BiER)
August 10,2013) Takeyama Rice Store shop and residence, with the first floor damaged by the tsunami (Photographed on March 29, 2011)
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Efforts for Recovery in wate Prefecture
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The tsunami caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake deprived the
residents of their local communities as well as conveniences of every day life
which they took for granted. The key to recovery is for each citizen to play the
leading role in the process of town planning for a new community, with a well
understanding of the characteristics and history of their hometowns, together
with the cooperation of various organizations involved in recovery.

Oln order to simultaneously carry out projects for earthquake recovery and
protection of cultural properties, supporting specialists from all around the
country have been dispatched to Iwate Prefecture through arrangements by
the Agency for Cultural Affairs, in addition to the increased number of
specialists at Iwate Prefecture. This was necessary so that excavation projects
would not deter the recovery progress, while there was an increase in the
number of excavation work on archeological sites as different projects based
on recovery planning progressed.

TS DR (BT e I A heRD)
ct (Machikata site in OQozuchi Town/Iwate Prefecture)

OArcheological excavation sites executed prior to recovery projects have been
opened to the public so that social awareness in cultural properties could be
enhanced. Through such occasions, their historic values have been
disseminated to local residents.

OCentered on lwate Prefecture Museum in cooperation with Committee for
Rescuing Cultural Properties Affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake,
valuable academic documents have been rescued and stabilization and
restoration of water-damaged materials have been undertaken.

Recovery from the earthquake is still underway. lwate Prefecture will
continue to disseminate information on archeological excavation sites and their
historic values as well as execute restoration on disaster-stricken cultural

properties. We consider utilization and adaptive use of cultural properties as ARERPER] = AL SR K S LIS (RIFETR B AIERIER
L . . - Restoration work at the Disaster-damaged cultural properties réstoration center
significant cores for new town planning and revitalization of local communities. at the temporary Rikuzentakata Museum

(The office of Iwate Prefecture Board of Education at the Lifelong Learning Section)
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[ 858 Fukushima Prefecture

Future From Fukushima.
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Efforts for Recovery in Fukushima Prefecture
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Fukushima Prefecture was severely struck by the Great East Japan Earthquake. In addition to
the disaster caused by the earthquake and tsunami, the prefecture became contaminated by
radioactive matters that spread over a large region.

Tokyo Electric Company’ s Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant Number One was constructed on
the border of Futaba and Okuma Towns, in the heart of the Futaba region located in the mid-point
of the Hama-dori Highway which rums along the Pacific Ocean. The power plant was heavily
destructed by the earthquake and the tsunami that followed, resulting in the loss of control of the
nuclear reactor. This finally led to an explosion caused by hydrogen that filled the nuclear reactor
and the residents of this area had to be evacuated.

The area around the nuclear power plant was designated as a restricted district with limited
access. Within this district, numerous cultural properties were abandoned. Starting on August 1,
2012, rescue activities for retrieving these cultural properties were begun under the guidance of and
support from the Agency for Cultural Affairs and other institutions specializing in cultural properties,
centered on National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo. These activities are still being
continued to this day.

There was also great damage in historic structures and castle sites owing to causes other than
the atomic power plant explosion. The extent of damage to cultural properties designated by the
country, prefecture, and municipalities is as follows. Recovery projects have enabled the restoration
of 77% of damaged structures as of November 2014.

(Fukushima Prefecture Board of Education Cultural Properties Section)

-8 HETFHEE LB (S55RS)  Damage to designated cultural properties (at the time of survey)
O 5 5 82 742 fErIfss designation number of properties estimated sum
(ONational designation 8274200 million JPY
O i EE_ 66 {6 Gl IfArE OPrefecture designation 66 600 million JPY
OtliliThiEdE 147 f£,/ 5 R OMunicipal government designation 147 500 million JPY
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Progress of Restoration: Komine Castle, a National Historic Site,

in Shirakawa City
FAL254 108 3 B October3, 2013
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)14 Onagawa Shishi-furi Lion Dance
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The Lion Dance Brings Joy to Life
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true in the case of Onagawa.
ManagerofOnagawa Shishiuri Tradition Recovery Coundl
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At the Shishi-furi presentation, families, relatives, and
friends all gathered from outside the town. I was deeply
moved to see the entire community united. It is best to
be able to do things as usual. I believe the Japanese
expression “strength comes from endurance” is very

BERLHENCIIFRY. o
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Children crying in fear after bem(t]nbltten by a Shishi-furi
lion believed to bring good heal
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Some shore communities made makeshift ||0n heads outof
daily commodities, for all heads were washed away.
(The photo shows the mask of Takenoura)

Each of the 21 shore communities on Onagawa Town has handed down the traditional
lion dance entertainment called “Shishi-furi” (literally “shaking lion”). In the new year, the lions
go around the neighborhood making visits to houses and performing dances accompanied
by flute and drum music. In the Great East Japan Earthquake, Onagawa Town experienced a
tsunami more than 10 meters high. Most of the Shishi-furi equipment was washed away by
the tsunami and a number of the performers lost their lives, while many others were forced to
take shelter at temporary housing.

After the earthquake, the “Onagawa Shishi-furi Tradition Recovery Council” was
established to unite the communities through Shishi-furi dance. With efforts of the council
and support from organizations such as the Foundation for Cultural Heritage and Art
Research, the Japan Foundation, and the American Express International Inc,, performance
equipment was prepared for 14 Shishi-furi organizations. In August of the year of the disaster,
an event titled “Revivall Shishi-furi Presentation” was held for mourning and driving away the
evil tsunami. Though everyday life of Onagawa is not yet back to normal, these Shishi-furi
dances brought smiles to the faces of the local residents.

In 2016, Minato Festival is being planned at the port of Onagawa scheduled for recovery,
where all shores will gather to perform their own dances out on the ocean.

“EADRSICIE, SMEES— A R riE D EHE L E L
Theeventwas condugee with all participating groups performing thelion dance atonce.
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TR AEN#EER Ogatsu Hoin Kagura Dance
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Kagura will Bind together Ogatsu and the World
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The sacred Hoin Kagura dance is a form of folk art handed down through generations, which is
indispensable for religious ceremonies at each of the shore shrines. The Kagura dances were performed
and viewed by the local residents of Ogatsu, while the children fascinated by these dances in turn
became dancers themselves. This cycle of tradition had been continued over generations.

Hayama and Ishi Shrines were swallowed by the waves of the tsunami of the Great East Japan
Earthquake, and almost all dance masks, costumes and apparatus was washed away. After having
experienced the great loss of the shores together with their shrines and dance equipment, a
preservation committee was established. In May 2011, the remaining apparatus was employed for
dedication performances at temporary shelters.

With the assistance of the National Federation of UNESCO Associations in Japan, restoration and
reproduction of equipment are presently underway. Funding from the Agency for Cultural Affairs has
enabled the creation of mask replicas. With the support of the Japan Foundation, reconstruction of
Hayama Shrine structures is ongoing. People from all over Japan cooperated in the restoration of masks
and costumes. With much of the apparatus recovered, Kagura dances are performed in dedication to
local religious ceremonies that have been gradually resumed. To express gratitude for support, Kagura
performances are offered in various places, including Hokkaido and Osaka, and also in Moscow in 2014.

TEBLD VRSN S, 5D DIEEZR > TIRLL WS AERH D XL
Teo HEDHIRALSEA R 5N TN B DT AERDR S OMDITET LI
WEDERNEAFINT T D T A RIS E N & TEREAL,

From the early days of recovery,
there were many requests for the
revival of religious ceremonies and
Kagura dances. Because the areas
for relocation in Ogatsu are limited,
whether the former residents will
be able to return is a problem we
are facing, Unless there is liveliness,
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NN » Otenoh-san Festival (Yaegaki Shrine Annual Festival)
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Our Future is Again Carried on the Sacred Palanquin
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Mikoshi-togyo, where nearly 30 carriers carried the palanquin into the ocean,
prefecture and truly a spectacular site. (The photograph was taken after the earthq
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The Edo period structures of Yaegaki Shrine located near the ocean were entirely made of zelkova
with extraordinary sculptural decorations. The annual celebration of Yaegaki Shrine called “Oteno h-san
Festival” have been held in late July. At the night festival of the shrine on Saturday, there were
fireworks and entertainment, and on Sunday, the Mikoshi-togyo ritual was held, in which the
palanquin was carried into the ocean. Though at one time, the number of palanquin carriers
decreased and there was fear of not being able to continue this tradition, it attracted many
participants from far away and that encouraged a re-evaluation of the ritual.

The entire Yaegaki Shrine which was located near the shore was washed away by the tsunami
following the Great East Japan Earthquake, with only the foundations left, and the shrine forest was
also severely damaged. The palanquin drifted 300 meters away, but was miraculously discovered. The
summer after the earthquake, with the palanquin not yet restored, the shrine members were reluctant
to organize the annual festival. Therefore, only fireworks to commemorate the victims were held and
prayers to the enshrined deity of Yaegaki Shrine were given.

In the following year, there were strong requests from the locals to bring back the festival. The
palanquin was restored and the lost apparatus was renewed, through the Agency for Cultural Affairs’
“Project for Tourism Promotion and Local Revitalization by Utilizing the Advantage of Cultural
Heritage.” The restoration was executed by a local carpenter who was in charge of repairs on the
shrine before the earthquake. After a two-month restoration, the festival was held for the first time
after the earthquake. With support from the Japan Foundation, the structures of Yaegaki Shrine will be
reconstructed.

While the festival has been resumed, with the local community to be relocated inland, there are
still many problems to be solved for regularly continuing the festival.
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When a person who has been so
busy working without taking a
single day off since the earthquake
visited the shrine, the person
realized that there’ s no need to
rush because we had a place we
could come back to, and told me
so. I myself realized that Yaegaki
Shrine was a place that could
provide such comfort.

Knowing that Otenoh-san is here
will make people feel relaxed and
calm. This would be the role of the
shrine in community recovery.
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Standing Wooden Bishamonten Statue (Umitsumi Shrine)

BMMLS S HZHIEL T

Toward the Day When We Will Rise Again

| ERSRET AR T\ STRBHMAAREAI CRERODMBICHD D e DId. KAR5R
ZHI OV B EBIPIRK T LT D AIE. BIPIXRGZE BRR A
T8 & Ll LUR. AR S HEEEN TN B ENZRHF LT dF
I&, gt s L TEEISAIBAA L L SRme LTAIICENT
W& L,

RIREHIEERIC L VREEHEEZ ). BERMHLHROREL
K LT, BOPIRGIGAMOEEITRNEE, BKITRONY/NTNTITE
YA 5L EFPMITREZE NE LTz,

BOPIRRIESUL L AF 2 —BRIc KU EN. RALESIEE
IREENTVE T MREAEMREREEROMEN RS VT« 7
KV BREDABOMPENZSE LTHEHFIITCE LI 2014 F 1 8
ICIFFREIC TS RBEEDRE TR b ENE LT,

REFHEARE Y HXDOEEBEIEA TCVET RIS, BRIDFE
Bita BB L TBEY 5 LTk & Lic BWPIRGIEH LUOHRRIC
RENBFECTH BEHELERADREAEREIFELTRE DTV
FHA.

;ﬂ‘\‘ NIzEBDPIRE

atue after
temporary repa1r5

site of UnpitsumiShrine

BWPIXG, LAF1—&h, RILELD
E, RBRISHENDOHEEEN TN G

The shattered Bishamonten statue was rescued. The demon statue

was probably washed away, and has not been was rescued found.

BR : RLELSYE

This Standing Bishamonten stepping on a demon was caught in a local fisherman’ s netin the
mid-Edo period around the 18th century. The people of Kameoka District in former Naruse Town
enshrined the statue at Umitsumi Shrine. Since then, the Bishamonten has been highly worshipped,
attracting visitors from nearby regions. In recent years, the shrine has become a part of the residents’
lives, and the shrine and its deity statue have long been treasured locally.

Higashi-matsushima City was severely hit by the tsunami, and Umitsumi Shrine’ s structures
were washed away. The Bishamonten statue drifted away, but was discovered at a residence in the
neighborhood. Although it had fallen apart, having been soaked with seawater, the statue
miraculously avoided being washed away and lost.

The Bishamonten statue was rescued through the Cultural Property Rescue Program, and is
stored at the Tohoku History Museum. Specialists from Bijyutsu-in (Laboratory for Conservation of
National Treasures of Japan) volunteered to remove large amounts of sand inside and soiling, as well
as to reassemble the figure. In January 2014, the statue was displayed at the museum after
temporary repairs were made.

Arestoration plan was developed, and the district is relocating to higher grounds. The shrine’ s
structures will be reconstructed, to together enshrine gods from another shrine at which the chief
priest also serves. The Bishamonten statue is planned for enshrinement in the reconstructed worship
hall, but details of restoration and methods for obtaining these fees have not yet been determined.

WEPE LA E R A S A
Mr. Masafumi Kamenoi,
Chief Priest of Umitsumi Shrine
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Within this area, 60 to 70 % of the residents plan to
stay. The community needs residents, and without
them, festivals would not possible.

We will have the Bishanmonten statue returned
because it will definitely be more comfortable “back
home” than in storage at a museum. However, it has
not yet been decided how the deity statue will be
restored. We would appreciate any kind of support.
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Nationally Registered Tangible Cultural Properties in Kaza-machi District
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BILIAEES
Takeyama Rice Store and Storehouse ~ Otokoyama Headquarters
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Sanji-do Sasaki
Store right after
the earthquake.
Household items
fell and became
scattered.
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The present store
after restoration toits
pre-earthquake
appearance and
deaning by volunteers.

SEECONEENOEE TE FREETELAEES A TERIEIR TR AR E®ER
SanjidoSasakiStore, Houseand Storehouse  Onoken Store Storehouseand theowner - Chida House (Became Nationally Registered
Cultural Properties after the earthquake)

The Naiwan bay area in Kesennumais called “Kaza-machi” (literally “wind waiting”) because this was actually a place
where sailboats waited for favorable winds before going out to sea. It is one of the few areas with a concentration of
valuable historic structures, and representative historic monuments, including a sake shop, rice store, and stoneware
store, were registered as Tangible Cultural Properties of Japan. However, the many of them were damaged by the Great
East Japan Earthquake and the tsunami. Otokoyama Headquarters and Kakuboshi Store were devastated: lower floors
were washed away with only upper floors remaining.

Kaza-machi Study Group, which was established by architectures before the earthquake, had been considering
new uses for historic buildings, but its activities were discontinued due to the earthquake and the tsunami. In order to
restore the damaged but surviving registered cultural properties and utilize them to contribute to the recovery from the
disaster, the Kesennuma Kazamachi Cityscape Preservation Association for Community Recovery was newly
established. The members are composed of those from the Kaza-machi Study Group, interested local residents and
architects, and outside supporting organizations that are now all cooperating in various activities.

These activities were recognized, and with support from the Save Our Culture Project (SOC) and the World
Monuments Fund, temporary repairs were made. Otokoyama Headquarters and Kakuboshi Store were moved back
their original sites using traditional structure relocation techniques. However, additional fees and time are still necessary
for their full-scale repairs and restoration Kakuboshi Store will be reconstructed in 2015 as a precursor to urban
foundations development accompanied by the recovery from the disaster.

There are now new challenges to be faced. We began guided tours by local residents of the Kaza-machi district’ s,
attractions, and have started working on registering new tangible cultural properties. However, for the execution of
full-scale restoration projects, additional time and funding are required.
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Ms. Chie Sugawara, Head of Kesennuma Kazamachi Cityscape
Preservation Association for Community Recovery
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I fear that the history and culture of this town will be all
lost after this earthquake.

Right after the disaster, we were not able to look after the
cultural properties, for we had to first take care of
ourselves and rebuild our daily lives. Therefore, we now
hope to gradually disseminate the area’ s culture and
traditions to locals through our activities. It is necessary
to have many people acknowledge the attractiveness and
culture of this area. We’ d like them to become our
motivation for the recovery.
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A banner presenting the series of recovery

support activities
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The Ogata Family Residence was originally constructed as a house for the head of a group of fishermen in 1810 (Bunka
7). The large roof thatched with natural reed on the banks of Kitakami River. This historically valuable work of architecture
was surveyed by the office of Professor Osamu Goto of Kogakuin University before the earthquake, with the aim of
becoming registered as a tangible cultural property. There were numerous historic household items pertaining to
traditional lifestyles and customs remaining, and they were studied by specialists from the National Museum of Japanese
History.

Although the residence was washed away by the tsunami following the Great East Japan Earthquake, components
were collected, and they are stored and restored by contractors in Yamanashi. The residence is presently the focus of a
partnership project called “SEEDS OF FURUSATO: The Great East Japan Earthquake Natural and Cultural Heritage Recovery
Support Project” between the Japan National Trust and the Kesennuma Ogata Residence Restoration and Preservation
Committee, scheduled to be continued until 2017. It aims to reconstruct the Ogata Family Residence, and utilize the
structure as a cultural property rooted in the local community.

FHEDRIPHEE A, RYFEATRE
Mr. Ken Ogata and Mrs. Tamiko Ogata (owners)
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All our relatives would participate in house cleaning done at the annual end of the year, so the house was the stage of
our daily lives, rather than a cultural property. At the time of the earthquake, we closed all the sliding shutter doors, and
fled for safety, fo]lowinfg the advice that had been handed down thmugCL generations. It seems that this enabled to house
to float, saving the roof.

‘When we heard of possibilities for the building's restoration, I had guestions on its feasibility. However, after having seen
the temporary structural assembly at the contractors, and the Buddhist family alter being exhibited at the museum, I felt
relieved for being able to recollect my memories of the house. When the residence is reconstructed, I hope that the
building will be used in a way that would be beneficial to the community.
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The city s division in charge of removal of
debris arranged their schedule to delay the
clearance of the area around the Ogata
Family Residence, so that there would be
some time available for the recovery of
building components.

We are interested not only in retrieving the
building itself, but all together the daily life,
traditions, and feelings toward the site that
were once there.

EBR/Z{F=E  Ogata Family Residence

A DTCDRFFEE

2 BIRRRER

#9100m FEENEIRD 0 EEER LICRECREEh&E Lis,
D LRFa1—iEE
FAEDRS VT 4 Tk VINBRIEE B UZEREMPR
MEEEERELE LT,
DR GES B Rt A IHAICTERMOMERH I TS
nTVgEd,

* Ogata Family Residence before the earthquake

: Discovery of the roof after the earthquake
The drifted roof was discovered approximately 100 meters
away, having been rotated 90 degrees.

* Rescue activities
Students and volunteers disassembled the roof structure, and
saved buildings members, furniture, and household goods.

: The building members are now being assembled at
Densho-sha Ishikawa Komusho Company.
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OThe building members were collected for off-site
storage at Densho-sha Ishikawa Komusho
Company and other new storage sites where they
were surveyed in detail, and some of them were
repaired. These components had to be cleansed
before the rotted areas could be repaired for
reassembly because they had been soaked in sea
water.

OTemporary structural assembly. Aside from the
two central columns, of the 86 columns that have
been discovered, of which locations of 31 were
determined.

OThe National Museum of Japanese History and the
Rias Ark Museum of Art worked cooperatively in
the retrieval and cleansing of historic documents
and household tools. They are now in storage at
the art museum, while the Buddhist family altar is
on permanent exhibit at the national museum.

B ELO S A

Mr. Hiroharu Hatano
Kesennuma City Board of Education
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Former Ishinomaki Orthodox Church

Overcoming the Tsunami

M RE IS BB
|86 _E) 1 D3a] A D il
E‘}#{%Eéﬁ?ﬁ%%%ﬁi
Nakaze Park, which is
located close to Ishinomaki
Bay and on the sandbank
near the former mouth of
Kitakami River, was
devastated by the tsunami.
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The structure of the former Ishinomaki Saint John the Apostle Orthodox Church was a work of pseudo-Western
architecture, with a distinctive front facade with an octagonal tower, and Western design elements. It is one of the oldest
wood frame churches in Japan, and is an exemplar of the many orthodox churches built in this region in the Meiji era
(1868-1912).

The structure, which was originally located at a different site, was severely damaged by the 1978 Miyagi Earthquake. It
was once slated for demolition, but with preservation efforts by locals involved in architecture, it was relocated to the
present location on a sandbank, and contributed to the city and became designated as a city cultural property. Until the last
earthquake, it continued to be a local landmark.

Although the tsunami almost reached the ceiling of the second floor of the church, it escaped being washed away for
its windows were broken at once and the structure was bound to its foundations. It was miracle that this small wooden
building remained while other structures on the sandbank, except for the Ishinomaki Mangattan Museum, were all washed
away.

This church building had been significant for having provided spiritual support to the region through the Meiji to
Showa (1926-1989) eras. Currently, it is valuable as a symbol of recovery from the Great East Japan Earthquake. With
decisions to protect the church made, it was slated for survey, and its components are in storage. Although there are many
voices in favor of preservation at the present site as a symbol of recovery, there are possibilities of relocation in relation to
city planning, and the future of this church building still remains unclear.

ZBIR—F Entrance porch
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Many parishioners appear to be still visiting the church. It was
once visited by the Archbishop from Russia. There are people

technical support and provision of photos and texts by the above-mentioned organization.
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We' d like to locally preserve this church building, but there are
many difficulties. As for city-owned structures like this, there are
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Getting to know each other is the first step to future cooperation in Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Reduction
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Misanga and Curry Rice—A Clearing House for Recovery
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The First Department Store That Provided Curry Rice in Ishinomaki

Former Kankei-maru China Store, which is located on the main street of Ishinomaki, is a wooden structure built more than 80
years ago. The store was named after one of the ships of the shop owner’ s ancestors when the family ran a shipping agency. It
stands on a corner lot in the city center, and the walls facing the streets are curved and entirely covered with specially made tiles.

There are more than 50 different kinds of tiles used ranging from fabric-patterned, flat roof tile, combed, Majorica, and relief, giving
adistinctive expression to the exterior wall.

Former Kankei-maru China Store was Ishinomaki’ s first department store, with a wide range of products including ceramics.
Eventually, they started a restaurant on the third floor, and are said to have served the first curry rice in the city. Later, the upper two
stories came to be used for storage with the first floor for selling china.
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Utilization as “Recovery Station”

Former Kankei-maru China Store was severely damaged by earthquake movements, and almost all of the first floor became
drenched with water from the tsunami. A restoration and rehabilitation project was established to save the building as an asset of
Ishinomaki, and with the cooperation of volunteers, the first floor of the building was reopened in July 2012 as “Recovery Station.”

Handmade items created by local residents and volunteers as well as chinaware that escaped damage from the earthquake
were sold there. Handmade misanga from islands and shores became popular souvenirs and Ishinomaki curry dishes were re-
vived. From time to time, various events such as music concerts were held.

With the building having ended its role as Recovery Station, we are now aiming to have the building nationally registered as a
cultural property. The second floor remains in the state right after the earthquake, and efforts for rehabilitation including profes-

sional surveys and designing for restoration are underway.
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Getting to know each other is the first step to future cooperation in Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Reduction

KBEFEZE  Ten' yuji Temple Kannon Hall
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The Miraculous Kannon Hall
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Ten’ yu-ji That Has Inherited Culture

Ten' yu-ji Temple (Soto sect) is a branch temple of Man’ nen-ji Temple. On the premises, there were buildings
such as the worship hall, Kannon hall, priests’ quarters, and temple gate. All were considered to be from the Edo
period, judging from description on ridge plates and architectural features.

The name of the original master carpenter was clarified through a description on the ridge plate. Thus, the
temple is significant as a work of Buddhist architecture in the Ishinomaki Region, with a known period of
construction going back to the Edo period. The deity Kannon Bodhisattva is enshrined here. The Kannon Hall and
temple gate, designated by the city as tangible cultural properties, conveyed the history of this temple to this day.

Every spring, Ten" yu-ji Temple held Hana-matsuri flower festival, a celebration to commemorate Buddha' s
birthday. The local residents all participated regardless of their religion. Throughout the region, there are shell
mounds from the late Jomon period, and in front of the Kannon hall was the shrine’ s sacred Japanese nutmeg
tree 20 meters high, which indicates that this land has long been settled. The rich culture of the area is
represented by the Ogatsu inkstone with a 600-year history and tradition.

Reconstruction of Kannon Hall

Ten' yu-ji Temple was damaged by the tsunami following the Great East Japan Earthquake. Its worship hall,
temple gate, and priests’ quarters were severely damaged. The Kannon hall miraculously escaped being washed
away, after having its roof caught on trees. A provisional worship hall of a prefabricated structure has been estab-
lished on higher land to temporarily re-establish the temple, the Kannon hall, is presently being reconstructed
with support from the World Monument Fund, and is scheduled to be completed shortly. (As of March 2015)

After two years from the earthquake, volunteers cleared the path to the thirty-three Kannon, and the Mizuko
Jizo (a deity for the spirits of miscarried or aborted fetuses) was reconstructed. At Bon Festival, there will be many
visitors to the temple to visit family graves. When people living in temporary housing see the view from the
temple, the fact that the Kannon hall remains will become a symbol for hope of Ogatsu.

As the town center has been designated as a disaster hazard area, many people had to take shelter in differ-
ent locations, and have not been able to returmn to Ogatsu.
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In the past, when festivals were held at the temple with stalls lined up, many local residents came here. And when these

people return and pray, I hope Ten'yu-ji Temple would again become a place that can warm people’s hearts.
The tsunamis that struck the town discolored tree trunks. The height and impact of the tsunamis can be seen in the dis-

- colored tree trunks. There were 650 parishioners before the earthquake, but they are now dispersed in different regions. 1ril
KHESFRAR « AEBIEE A The temple does not know where many of them are. I'm recovering the temple’s list of parishioners to inform them of ESSHODEE
Mr. Masaaki Mz Tenyuji Temple adv the present conditions of the temple. Kannon Hall before the earthquake
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